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vote against i t , bu t they are left with the results of the
outcome. Tha t is democracy. The intent here, however, is not
trying to influence someone's vote. What the intent here is to
protect the homestead exemption program that we have, because,
like our health programs that we have under Medicaid, we ofte n
find t h at t hos e cos t s g r o w b e yond our a b i l i t y t o pr ov i d e . And
the costs ar e ce r t a i n l y g r ow i n g i n t he ho m estead exemption as w e
see voter-approved issues grow at this rate, and so in fact we
might find ourselves in the future in a position where we may
have to cut down t he i ncom e qu al i f i ca t i o. to l ower i ncom e
levels, or we might have to take a tack where we would only
approve a por t i o n of t hei r va l ue , or we mi g h t l ow er t h e v a l u e o f
the house that we would cover. And so we might h ave t o
substantially alter the homestead exemption qualifications as
they currently exist. That's my concern. I think it ' s
something that we have to be aware of and certainly hai some
flexibility to deal with in the future because we could, in
fact, jeopardize that program as it currently exists. So the
question we may f ace is , ar e w e go i n g t o l op peo p le o f f of t he
program i n the future, or are we going to have an option for a
copay? W e t a l k e d a b ou t t h a t wi t h h e a l t h c a r e . Wo u l d i t b e
better t o a l l ow peo p le t o st ay in ou r pr og r am with s ome copay,
or woul d i t be be t t e r t o l o p t h e m o f f e n t i r e l y ? When we l o ok a t
our budget woes, that's a reality and I think we have to ma ke
that choice. I think that's what we' re asking our voters to do
with this resolution. By putting it on the ballot, we a re not
making the choice. We' re asking our voters to make that choice
for us and give us some guidance in this issue. Thank you very
m uch, Sena to r C u d a back .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Redfield. Se nator Bromm.

SPEAKER BROMM: Th a nk you, Mr. President. I think this has been
an interesting discussion so f ar and I'm not sure I totally
understand it, as far as what the options are if we adopt this
amendment a s opp o sed t o what the la w i s r i ght no w. Sena t o r
Redfield , would you y i e l d t o a qu es t i o n o r t wo?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Would you y ie l d, Sen ator Red field, t o a
question f r om Senator Bromm?
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